Preserved CD4 T-cell telomere length during long-lasting HIV-2 infection.
HIV-2 infection features a much slower course than HIV-1 infection, often asymptomatic for over 20 years, without antiretroviral therapy (ART). Nevertheless, CD4 T cells progressively decline, in direct correlation with immune activation and cell cycling. We report, for the first time, preserved telomere length within naive and memory CD4 subsets in prolonged HIV-2 infection despite the increased CD4 turnover.